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 her life 

BY  COURTNEY RAE K ASPER   |   PHOTOGR APHY BY ALICE G. PATTERSON

Natural born designer Caryn Joyce has crafted up a line of
pretty, pretty paper goods that come sealed with a kiss.

Love at First Sketch
Caryn Joyce is a firm believer that you 
never forget your first love. No mat-
ter what happens in life, she said, you 
always remember the first thing that 
you were passionate about — it’s what 
makes you. 

For Joyce, the one that never got away 
(well, except during college and her first 
years of marriage and motherhood) is 
doodling. From the moment she could 
grip a crayon, Joyce began sketching 
colorful versions of her favorite shape: 
circles — the same shape that is today 

the signature pattern for her Kisses to 
You paper goods company. The tiny, 
silhouetted bubbles lightheartedly float 
across whatever surface Joyce prints 
them on from wrapping paper to note 
pads to gift tags dripping in rich shades 
of blue, green, pink and metallic gold. 

After upgrading her Crayolas to an 
impressive collection of colored pencils 
and markers (organized by color, of 
course), Joyce channeled her natural 
knack for illustrating unique designs 
into her own little empire of peppy 

paper products launched as 
Kisses to You Greetings in 
2000. But the flailing greet-
ing card market and life as 
a single mother proved too 
challenging for Joyce at the 
time. She stepped away for 
a much-needed breather 
before jumping back into the 
industry last September with 
a revamped company and 
product line. 

Now just simply called Kiss-
es to You, the name is a nod 
to a catchy phrase from a 
dear friend, said Joyce, while 
impersonating the expres-
sion with a foreign dialect. 
And lucky for us, those few 
years of downtime inspired 
Joyce to keep putting colored 
pencil to paper, and out of it 
came an expansive collec-
tion of eclectic designs that 
are as artistically dynamic as 
their creator.

“Drawing with no direction 
in sight gave me a sense 

of protection that kept me moving 
forward with the feeling that some-
thing would come out of it if I just kept 
drawing,” she said. “Even when I didn’t 
know that this was going to be any-
thing, I knew that someday, somehow, I 
would make it something. I knew what 
my passion was, but I didn’t know what 
it would grow up to become. I was just 
doing it for the love of it, and I know 
I’m exactly where I’m supposed to be.” 
And she was right on the mark. 

Since re-debuting Kisses to You, the 
response from area mom-and-pops 
and online sales through her website 
KissesToYou.com, plus a constantly 
increasing number of Facebook fol-
lowers, has been overwhelming. And 
it doesn’t hurt that admired locals like 
good friends Jim and Juli Boeheim 
are big-time supporters. (The couple 
even has their own company business 
cards.) In return, Joyce dedicates a 
portion of Kisses to You sales to benefit 
the Boeheim’s namesake foundation. 
Joyce is currently crossing her fingers to 
receive word that Wegmans and Target 
will greenlight carrying her products in 
store. “It’s never an overnight success,” 
she said. “I’ve been doing this for 13 
years. It truly takes a village.” 

With products for seven collections of 
patterns in stock and a mile-high stack 
of swatches, including an entire holiday 
collection, ready to go to press, Joyce 
hopes so badly that each one of her 
beautiful creations will become papers 
because she’s only getting started — 
this self-made artist never lacks the 
inspiration to keep designing. It’s 
actually quite methodical for her. “As 
soon as I get a visual in my head, I just 

get on a roll and then it’s all over this 
room and it’s hysterical,” Joyce said, 
pointing to her living room coffee table 
that is typically scattered with paper, 
pencils and packaging supplies. And 
while she does have a cozy nook of an 
office nestled into her DeWitt home 
with her latest sketches hanging on the 
wall to be critiqued by their creator, or 
her two biggest fans and critics, sons 
Jake, 19, and Luke, 15, Joyce’s preferred 
working space is being cozied up on 
the couch with her vice president of 
operations, Peanut, a 6-year-old rescue 
beagle, Good Morning America on the 
tube and cat Puddle lazily chilling by 
the crackling fire. 

Joyce further illustrated that her 
process begins by being inspired by 
the season first and then colors come 
flooding into her mind and morph into 
patterned artwork that she free hands 
on square sheets of paper, or six-inch 
repeats for printing purposes. When 
she really strikes gold with a design, 
she’ll forge ahead — sometimes for 
almost 36 hours  — until she’s satisfied. 
Next up she must match each doodle, 
dot and line to Pantone swatches and 
create a color map of sorts to ensure 
that her original vision is mirrored 
from proofing to printing. A painstak-
ingly beautiful process where Joyce wit-
nesses her peppy polka dots, bouncing 
bubbles, zany zigzags, stripes, argyle, 
trippy medallions, sweet sailboats and 
symmetrical chevrons come to life. 

Unable to define her style in a tradi-
tional sense, Joyce attributes her artistic  
and whimsical view to her mother’s 
amazing color and pattern sense and 

ability to marry unique pieces together 
in her quite ornate childhood home. “I 
don’t know if I could say that I have an 
exact style,” Joyce said. “But people who 
look at my stuff and have no clue who 
I am or where I’m from can tell that 
it all came from one person; it’s one 
collection. I’m not one thing; more so 
an eclectic mix of different genres. It’s 
how I grew up. My mother was always 
encouraging me to be as artistic as I 
could.”

When talking about her work, Joyce 
is all smiles and giddy like your best 
girlfriend when she tells you she’s found 
“the one.” Her voice lulled to a whisper, 
eyes beamed with passionate pride as she 
admired her latest creation: “Ah, look at 
this one! Isn’t that just beautiful?” 

With a little twist of fate (and some 
serious dedication), Joyce’s life has 
wholeheartedly come full circle. She’s 
exactly where she’s meant to be, doing 
exactly what she’s always loved, and she 
couldn’t be happier.

“You always 
remember the 
first thing that you 
were passionate 
about — it’s what 
makes you.”

Sticks N Stones 
chevron note pad

Ladybug Family Reunion and Sailboats 
sample swatches; (top) Nikki Chevron 
and Ocean Blue Stripes wrapping paper
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